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Educational Visioning Summary Report
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DeWitt Elementary School– General 
Information

SF = 50,520 SF

Original Construction: 1968

Additions: none

Acres:  3.59

Enrollment:   422

Grades: K-5

Building Capacity:  405 students



DeWitt Elementary School – Assessment 
Validation



DeWitt Elementary School - Condition

Original single pane windows

Rusting perimeter angle
Some delaminating lintels



DeWitt Elementary School - Condition

Low lighting levels

Non-Code compliant 
hand/guardrails

Worn outdated 
furniture

Fire alarm system is inadequately 
provided, doesn’t meet NFPA or 

Ohio Building Code, nor will 
support a fire suppression system





Educational Adequacy



Student retention 
is 5% with a 

lecture format, 

50% with a 
discussion 
format and 

70% with a 
practice by doing 

format.

and Flexibility



and Flexibility

Moveable walls allow for flexibility of 
the space



and Flexibility

Moveable walls allow for flexibility of 
the space. 



and Flexibility



“In one school district, 
students with the most 
daylighting in their 
classrooms progressed 
20% faster on math 
tests and 26% faster on 
reading tests when 
compared to students 
in the least daylit 
classrooms.”
Daylighting in Schools: Improving Student 
Performance and Health at a Price 
Schools Can Afford, 2000



Spaces without 
Daylight
Spaces with
Daylight



Spaces without 
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Spaces with
Daylight



“Employing CPTED [Crime 

Prevention Through Environmental 

Design] concepts in new school 

construction and renovations can 

make substantial improvements, 

ranging from reconfiguring main 

entranceways to funnel visitors into 

the office to enhancing hallway 

supervision with improved line-of-

sight, and reducing bullying by 

putting restroom sinks in a 

common area on the outer portion 

of the bathrooms so adults can 

better supervise kids washing their 

hands after using the facilities,”

School Safety A Shared Responsibility, 
Justine Brown, October 2015



PASSIVE DESIGN
Secure entry vestibule

BUZZER
PANIC BUTTON

BUZZER
INTERCOM

LOCKED LOCKED

BUZZER

LAMINATED SECURITY GLAZING



- Main office is adjacent to 
the main entrance

- A secure vestibule is not 
present at main entrance

- Corridor line of site is 
mediocre; there are some 
turns and bends limiting 
visual supervision

- Restroom design does not 
provide sinks in a common 
area on the outer portion of 
the bathrooms so adults 
can better supervise kids 



DeWitt Elementary School – Summary

- The overall renovation cost rose slightly (5%) since last update and 
systems continue to deteriorate and wear out

- Site is a very limited and tight at just 3.59 acres.  It lacks a dedicated bus 
and car loop for proper separation of car and buses.  Loading/unloading 
is done curbside.

- Typical classrooms are close to the State standards and many are 
flexible due to movable walls present.  Smaller group rooms are also 
provided for speech and special education.  The school does not have a 
dedicated dining room.  Lunch is served in the gymnasium.  

- The facility design provides natural light in all but one educational space.

- Corridor line of site is mediocre with some bends and turns, prohibiting 
supervision.  The facility lacks security/safety features in the restroom 
design to inhibit opportunities for bullying and there is no secure vestibule 
entrance for enhanced security control. 
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Richardson Elementary School – General 
Information

SF = 48,411 SF

Original Construction: 1951

Additions: 1958

Acres:  7.83

Grades:  K-5

Enrollment:   399

Building Capacity:  387



Richardson Elementary School – Sequence of 
Construction



Richardson Elementary School – Sequence of 
Construction



Richardson Elementary  School – Assessment 
Validation



Richardson Elementary School - Condition

Unit Vents do not provide code 
levels of fresh air

Soffit deterioration

Dated / worn furnishings



Richardson Elementary School - Condition

Worn doors without ADA 
hardware

Boy’s restroom in dated and worn condition 
and lacks ADA fixtures



Richardson Elementary School - Condition

1982 windows – seals and hardware failing (note window 
fogging occurring)





Educational Adequacy



Student retention 
is 5% with a 

lecture format, 

50% with a 
discussion 
format and 

70% with a 
practice by doing 

format.

and Flexibility



and Flexibility



and Flexibility



“In one school district, 
students with the most 
daylighting in their 
classrooms progressed 
20% faster on math 
tests and 26% faster on 
reading tests when 
compared to students 
in the least daylit 
classrooms.”
Daylighting in Schools: Improving Student 
Performance and Health at a Price 
Schools Can Afford, 2000
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“Employing CPTED [Crime 

Prevention Through Environmental 

Design] concepts in new school 

construction and renovations can 

make substantial improvements, 

ranging from reconfiguring main 

entranceways to funnel visitors into 

the office to enhancing hallway 

supervision with improved line-of-

sight, and reducing bullying by 

putting restroom sinks in a 

common area on the outer portion 

of the bathrooms so adults can 

better supervise kids washing their 

hands after using the facilities,”

School Safety A Shared Responsibility, 
Justine Brown, October 2015



PASSIVE DESIGN
Secure entry vestibule

BUZZER
PANIC BUTTON

BUZZER
INTERCOM

LOCKED LOCKED

BUZZER

LAMINATED SECURITY GLAZING



- Main office is directly adjacent to main entrance

- A secure vestibule is not present at main entrance

- Corridor design provides a good line of site sight for 
supervision



Richardson Elementary School – Summary

- The overall renovation cost rose slightly (5%) since last update and 
systems continue to deteriorate and wear out

- Site is does have room for expansion.  It is provided with a dedicated bus 
loop for proper separation of car and buses

- Typical classrooms are quite undersized and not flexible.  The school 
does have a dedicated dining room but is sharing that space with art.  
The kitchen is very undersized.  

- The facility design provides natural light in all educational spaces.

- Corridor line of site is good facilitating supervision.  The facility lacks 
security/safety features in the restroom design to inhibit opportunities for 
bullying and there is no secure vestibule entrance for enhanced security 
control. 
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Q & A
Thank You!
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